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Framingham Public Schools 
    Robert A. Tremblay, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 

    
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Heather A. Connolly, Chair  •  Jim Kelly, Vice Chair  •  Richard A. Finlay, Clerk 
Michelle Brosnahan  •  Cheryl Gordon  •  Beverly Hugo  •  Scott Wadland 

73 Mount Wayte Avenue, Second Floor, Framingham, MA 01702 
Telephone: 508-626-9121  Fax: 508-877-4240 

 
 
November 8, 2017 

 
Heather Connolly 
Chair, Framingham School Committee 
73 Mt. Wayte Avenue 
Framingham, MA 01702 
 

RE: School Committee Member Training 
 

Dear School Committee Member, 

CONGRATULATIONS on becoming a Framingham School Committee Member! 

As the outgoing Chair of the School Committee I wanted to provide you with all of the 
information and trainings that you will need to hit the ground running on January 1, 2018. Please 
find a list with details below.  

RESOURCES: 

• FY18 Budget Book: This contains all of the budget information that will be very helpful 
for you as the new committee addresses budget development and progress in January.  

• Framingham School District Policy Manual: All Framingham Policies are listed here.  
• Bargaining Unit Contracts: All unit contracts along with any updates (Memorandum of 

Agreements, MOA’s) can be found here. 2018 is a contract negotiation year, so all of 
these contracts will be renegotiated by June 30, 2018. 

• School Committee Handbook: Please note that this handbook contains some outdated 
information that we are waiting until the City transition to update. Even with the outdated 
information, this will be helpful in laying the groundwork for how things work on the 
Framingham School Committee. 

• Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC): MASC is a great resource 
for general School Committee items and questions. You can check out presentations 
from their Summer Institute or Charting the Course Program. Please note that these 
presentations are for information only, and are not considered a substitute for 
participating in these courses.  

http://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/Z2Browser2.html?showset=framinghamset
https://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/Page/2803
https://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/Page/4211
http://www.masc.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/99kq7ns8k2oetca/AAA5UZCQK8wRJAplToqD9Orfa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3k39m68vos4cxwn/AABQw3rzcMSQfpFaxGJCnMNVa?dl=0
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• Massachusetts Open Meeting Law: This is the ultimate guidebook of how the School 
Committee operates and the rules that we are required to follow.  

EVENTS:  
There are several events happening between now and January that you are welcome, but not 
required to attend.  

• Fuller Middle School Building Project Community Workshops: A collaborative workshop 
hosted by the School Building Committee for the Fuller Middle School Building Project 
where all stakeholders can discuss the educational vision and design options for the 
revitalization of the Fuller Middle School. The workshop will be held in the Fuller Middle 
School Library, 31 Flagg Drive, Framingham on the following dates: 
 

o Monday, November 13, 2017: 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
o Monday, November 27, 2017: 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

 
• Educational Visioning Community Forum Events: Superintendent Robert A. Tremblay 

invites community participation in the development of the Framingham Public Schools 
three-year Strategic Plan. As they focus their educational goals over the next three 
years, Superintendent Tremblay and elected officials welcome the input of Framingham 
families and community partners to share in the educational visioning for our students. 
Educational Visioning Community Forum events will take place on the following dates: 
 

o Educational Visioning Community Forum: Districts 1, 2, and 3 
November 14, 2017 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Hemenway Elementary School at 729 Water Street 
 

o Educational Visioning Community Forum: Districts 4, 5, and 6 
November 15, 2017 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Barbieri Elementary School at 100 Dudley Road 

 
o Educational Visioning Community Forum: Districts 7, 8, and 9 

November 16, 2017 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School at 169 Leland Street 

TRAININGS/WORKSHOPS: 

• Charting the Course Training: This is a required 8 hour training course offered by MASC. 
We are in the process of working with MASC to see if they can offer the course in 
Framingham, and we will have more information for you shortly. In the meantime please 
check out the website or the presentations linked above for more information about the 
course.  

https://www.mass.gov/the-open-meeting-law
http://www.masc.org/field-services-3/workshop-descriptions/ctc-workshop?highlight=WyJjaGFydGluZyIsInRoZSIsImNvdXJzZSIsImNoYXJ0aW5nIHRoZSIsImNoYXJ0aW5nIHRoZSBjb3Vyc2UiLCJ0aGUgY291cnNlIl0=
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• Town of Framingham Ethics Course: This is required within the first 30 days of taking 
office. I am assuming that you will also receive information from the Town (City) of 
Framingham about this, but I wanted to include it here as well.  

• Parliamentary Procedure: More details on this training/resource will be coming soon. 
• School Committee Workshop: There will be a School Committee workshop scheduled in 

November/December with consultant Tony Bent to determine School Committee goals, 
best practices and how the new School Committee can best serve the students and 
community of Framingham. Jodi will be sending out dates over the next few weeks. 

COMMUNICATION: 
In order to prevent the Central Office Staff from being overwhelmed by requests and reduce any 
duplication of effort the following communication protocols were put in place in April, 2017. 

All communication to the following people needs to go through the School Committee 
Chairperson: 

• David Connelly, School Committee Attorney 
• Chris Petrini, Town Counsel 
• Phil Benjamin, Special Education Attorney 
• Dr. Bob Tremblay, Superintendent (unless requested by Nancy, Amy or Dr. Tremblay for 

meeting) 
• School Principals for schools that you are NOT a liaison for (this will go back through Dr. 

Tremblay). For the schools that you are a liaison (school liaisons will be discussed and 
voted on in January), you are more than welcome to communicate with the principal 
directly. If you have children attending in the district, please use your personal email for 
contacting the staff when necessary.   

LOGISTICS: 

• District Email: Once you are sworn in you will receive a Framingham Public Schools 
email address. The address is generally first initial, last name the public schools 
extension, for example: jsteverman@Framingham.k12.ma.us. A few things to note about 
your district email: 

o All School Committee related communication MUST go through your district 
email address. School Committee Members are strongly discouraged from using 
their personal email addresses for any School Committee matters. 

o All district emails are PUBLIC RECORD and can be accessed by technology at 
any time. Anyone can file a Freedom of Information Act Request to obtain access 
to any emails sent or received on your school district email. 

o Open Meeting Law prohibits School Committee Members from emailing a 
quorum of members (more than 4 members in your case). Any emails that you 
would like to go out to the entire Committee will need to go through the School 
Committee Administrative Assistant, Jodi Steverman. 

• Perini Building: Upon swearing in you will also receive a key card to the Perini Building 
where the Framingham Public School Central Offices are located. This card gives you 

http://www.muniprog.eth.state.ma.us/
mailto:jsteverman@Framingham.k12.ma.us
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access to the Perini Building from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM every week day. All visits to Perini 
need to be set up in advance through the School Committee Chair. 

WHO DO YOU CALL WITH QUESTIONS?  

• Jodi Steverman, Administrative Assistant to the School Committee: 
jsteverman@framingham.k12.ma.us or 508-626-9121 

 

Congratulations again, and I am happy to answer any questions you may have as you prepare 
for January! 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Connolly 
Chair, Framingham School Committee 

mailto:jsteverman@framingham.k12.ma.us
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